
COMBINATION QUIZ
Join two-time state champion Rusty Potter as we review a dozen of the most memorable tactical
moments from his long and eventful chess career. All notes are provided by Rusty. The solutions are
on page xx!

CARLOS GOROSTIAGA- RUSTY POTTER

1979 GMU OPEN 1979
QUEEN’S PAWN

1 d4 Nf6 2 Nf3 c5 3 c3 cxd4 4 cxd4 g6 5 Nc3 Bg7 6 e4 d6 7 Bb5+ Nfd7 8 O-O O-O 9 Be3 Nc6 10
Qd2 a6 11 Bxc6 bxc6 12 Bh6 Rb8 13 Bxg7 Kxg7 14 e5 dxe5 15 dxe5 Nxe5 16 Qf4 Nxf3+ 17 Qxf3
Rxb2 18 Qxc6 Bb7 19 Qc5 Re8 20 Rab1 Rxb1 21 Rxb1 Qd7 22 h3 Rc8 23 Qe5+ f6 24 Qg3 Rc5 25
Qe3 Rg5 26 g3 Re5 27 Qb6 Bf3 28 Kh2 

#1 - Black to Play (mate in 2)

Carlos Gorostiaga was the highest-rated player in Lynchburg for years and was a frequent opponent
of mine during the 70's. A tough man to beat, he was hoping here for a long drawn-out game with
chances to hold this pawn-down ending. What move brought this contest to a somewhat more abrupt
conclusion? 

RUSTY POTTER - ANDREW MARGRAVE

1974 WESTERN VA OPEN

BLACKMAR-DIEMER

1 d4 Nf6 2 Nc3 d5 3 e4 dxe4 4 f3 exf3 5 Nxf3 Bf5 6 Bc4 e6 7 O-O Nbd7 8 Qe2 Bd6 9 Bg5 Qc8 10
Ne5 Nxe5 11 dxe5 Bc5+ 12 Kh1 Nd7 13 Rad1 O-O 14 Rxf5 exf5 15 e6 Nf6 16 exf7+ Kh8 17 Be6
Qb8 18 Qe5 Be7 19 Qxf5 Rd8 20 Rf1 Rd4 21 Ne2 Rd6 22 Bxf6 Bxf6 23 Nf4 Qd8 



#2 - White to Play (mate in 4)

Back in the 70's, Andrew Margrave was the original pioneer who opposed smoking in VCF
tournaments. Although he was repeatedly vilified by the Richmond-based leadership of the VCF at
that time, Andrew’s views ultimately prevailed; over 90% of the rated tournaments sponsored by the
VCF are now smoke-free. How was I able to “smoke” him here in exactly 4 moves? (Careful, there
are some near misses...) 

RUSTY POTTER - FRANK CREASEY

RVCC LADDER 1977
SLAV

1 d4 d5 2 c4 c6 3 Nc3 Nf6 4 Bg5 dxc4 5 e3 e6 6 Bxc4 Nbd7 7 Qf3 Be7 8 Nge2 O-O 9 O-O-O Nd5
10 h4 b5 11 Bd3 h6 12 Ne4 N7f6 13 N2g3 Nb4 14 Bb1 Qd5 15 Bxf6 Qc4+ 16 Nc3 Bxf6 17 a3 a5
18 Nh5 Be7 19 Qg3 g5 20 hxg5 hxg5 21 Qe5 f6 22 Qe4 f5 23 Qe5 Kf7 24 Nf4 gxf4 25 Rh7+ Ke8
26 axb4 axb4 27 Qc7 Bd7 28 Rdh1 bxc3 29 Rxe7+ Kxe7 30 Rh7+ Rf7 31 Rxf7+ Kxf7 32 Qxd7+
Kg8 33 bxc3 Qxc3+ 34 Kd1 Qb3+ 35 Bc2 Ra1+ 36 Kd2 Qb4+ 37 Kd3 Qa3+ 38 Ke2 Qc3 39 Qxe6+
Kh8 40 Qf6+ Kg8 41 Qg6+ Kf8 42 Qxf5+ Ke7 43 Qg5+ Kd7 44 Qg7+ Kd6 

#3 - White to Play (mate in 4)

My old buddy Frank Creasey and I played each other many times in rated and casual events in the
70's. Frank was President of the Roanoke Valley Chess Club. He organized and ran many club events
for over a decade. He was also the usual TD of the prestigious Va Masters Invitational tournament
series. An ace computer repairman, Frank has since relocated to Little Rock. In this cut and thrust
game, White has had a couple of near-death experiences. But here, how do I throw a four-move



monkey wrench into Black’s PC?

M WRIGHT - RUSTY POTTER

1978 TENNESSEE OPEN

SICILIAN

1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 d6 3 d4 cxd4 4 Nxd4 Nf6 5 Nc3 a6 6 Be2 e5 7 Nf3 Qc7 8 O-O Be7 9 Bg5 Nbd7 10
Nh4 h6 11 Be3 Nb6 12 Nf3 Be6 13 Nd2 O-O 14 f3 d5 15 exd5 Nfxd5 16 Nxd5 Nxd5 17 Bf2 Rfd8
18 c3 Bc5 19 Qc1 Nf4 20 Re1 Bxf2+ 21 Kxf2 

#4 - Black to Play (mate in 5)

A crisp Sicilian finish, that helped me tie for first place in the Tennessee Open. 

R FASANO - RUSTY POTTER

1974 WORLD CLASS CHAMPIONSHIPS

ENGLISH

1 c4 e5 2 Nc3 Nc6 3 g3 f5 4 Bg2 Nf6 5 e3 f4 6 exf4 exf4 7 d4 fxg3 8 hxg3 Bb4 9 Ne2 d6 10 a3
Bxc3+ 11 Nxc3 O-O 12 Qd3 Ne7 13 Bg5 h6 14 Be3 c6 15 d5 c5 16 Ne4 Bf5 17 Nxf6+ Rxf6 18 Be4
Qd7 19 O-O-O a6 20 g4 Bxe4 21 Qxe4 Re8 22 g5 Ng6 23 Qc2 hxg5 24 Bxg5 Rf5 25 Rdg1 Qf7 26
f4 Nxf4 27 Qh2 Nh5 28 Bh6 Qf6 29 Bxg7 Nxg7 30 Qh7+ Kf8 31 Rxg7 Rf1+ 32 Kc2 

#5 - Black to Play (mate in 6)

Winning this game helped me to gain second place in this event and pocket $500 in the process. A
large crowd gathered in a knot around my board to watch the tense slugfest. The more they studied
the board, the more it looked to them like my opponent would escape my checks and win.



Fortunately for me, the spectators were wrong — but there is only one correct solution here...

RUSTY POTTER - R IMBRAGUGLIO

1968 NEW ORLEANS OPEN

SICILIAN/KINGS INDIAN ATTACK

1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 Nf6 3 d3 d5 4 Nbd2 Nc6 5 g3 Bg4 6 h3 Bh5 7 c3 dxe4 8 dxe4 Nxe4 9 g4 Nxd2 10
Bxd2 Bg6 11 Qa4 Qc7 12 Bf4 Qb6 13 O-O-O f6 14 Bc4 Bf7 15 Bxf7+ Kxf7 16 Qc4+ Ke8 17 Rhe1
Rd8 18 Qe6 Qa5 19 Bd6 Rd7 20 Nh4 Nd8 21 Qc4 e5 22 Nf5 g6 23 Bxf8 Rxd1+ 24 Rxd1 Rxf8 

#6 - White to Play (win a rook)

On this particular trip to “the Big Easy” I picked up a rook as a souvenir at a tournament in the French
Quarter...

KEITH VICKERS - RUSTY POTTER

LCA $500 WARMUP 1976
RÉTI

1 Nf3 d6 2 g3 g6 3 Bg2 Bg7 4 O-O e5 5 e4 Nc6 6 d3 Nge7 7 Be3 O-O 8 Qd2 f5 9 Bh6 f4 10 Bxg7
Kxg7 11 d4 Bg4 12 dxe5 Bxf3 13 exd6 Bxg2 14 dxe7 Qxe7 15 Qc3+ Rf6 16 Kxg2 Qxe4+ 17 f3
Qe2+ 18 Rf2 Qe3 19 Qb3 Nd4 20 Qxb7 fxg3 21 Qxc7+ Rf7 22 Qxg3 Ne2 23 Qg4 Nf4+ 24 Kg1 

#7 - Black to Play (win the queen)

My opponent in this game was Keith Vickers - a constant foe of mine in the 70's. He later went on to
become a master after relocating to San Francisco. Here, Keith hopes that my two-pawn sacrifice will
only be good enough for a draw by perpetual check. What cute finish relieved him of this illusion.?



T NEWMAN - RUSTY POTTER

WINSTON-SALEM TORNADO 1974
SICILIAN

1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 d6 3 d4 cxd4 4 Nxd4 Nf6 5 Nc3 a6 6 Bg5 e6 7 f4 Be7 8 Qf3 Qc7 9 O-O-O Nbd7 10
Bd3 h6 11 Bh4 g5 12 fxg5 Ne5 13 Qe2 Nfg4 14 h3 hxg5 15 Bg3 Nxd3+ 16 Qxd3 Ne5 17 Bxe5
dxe5 18 Qg3 Bd7 19 Rhf1 O-O-O 20 Nb3 f6 21 Qe3 Kb8 22 Rd2 Bc8 23 Rfd1 Rxd2 24 Nxd2 b5 25
Ne2 Bb7 26 Qb3 Rc8 27 Nc3 Qc6 28 a3 Qb6 29 Na4 Qa5 30 Nc3 Bxa3 31 Qxa3 Qxa3 32 bxa3
Rxc3 33 Rf1 f5 34 Kb2 Rg3 35 exf5 exf5 36 Rxf5 Rxg2 37 Nf1 Rxc2+ 38 Kb3 Bd5+ 39 Kb4 

#8 - Black to Play (win a rook or mate)

Another long endgame with reduced material — or so my opponent thought. What efficient sequence
proved otherwise?

RUSTY POTTER- T FORE

1972 VA STATE CHAMPIONSHIP

NEO-GRÜNFELD

1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 g6 3 Nf3 Bg7 4 g3 d5 5 cxd5 Nxd5 6 Bg2 O-O 7 O-O Bd7 8 Nc3 Nxc3 9 bxc3 c5 10
Ne5 Nc6 11 Nxd7 Qxd7 12 e3 cxd4 13 cxd4 Rac8 14 Qa4 Rc7 15 Rd1 Rd8 16 Ba3 b6 17 Rac1 Na5
18 Qxd7 Rdxd7 19 Bf1 e5 20 Rxc7 Rxc7 21 dxe5 Bxe5 22 Rd8+ Kg7 23 Bf8+ Kf6 

#9 - White to Play (win a bishop or mate)

A long grind seems to lie ahead; my bishop-pair against his outside pawn majority on the queen
wing. Surely I can’t make anything out of his mildly-exposed king position — or can I? 



BRUCE RIPLEY - RUSTY POTTER

SKITTLES1978
BENONI

1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 c5 3 d5 e6 4 Nc3 exd5 5 cxd5 d6 6 Nf3 g6 7 Bg5 Bg7 8 e3 h6 9 Bh4 a6 10 Nd2 b5
11 Be2 O-O 12 Qc2 Qc7 13 Rd1 Re8 14 Bg3 Nbd7 15 a4 b4 16 Nce4 Nxe4 17 Nxe4 Ne5 18 O-O
Bf5 19 f3 c4 20 b3 c3 21 Bxe5 Rxe5 22 Bd3 Bxe4 23 fxe4 Qe7 24 Qf2 Re8 25 Rde1 Rh5 26 Bxa6
Be5 27 h3 Rf8 28 Bd3 Qg5 29 Qf3 Kh8 30 Bc2 Bg3 31 Ra1 f5 32 a5 Re8 33 exf5 Rxe3 34 Qg4
Bh2+ 35 Kf2 

#10 - Black Play (win big material or mate)

Lynchburg’s #2 player for years has been the easy-going barber, Bruce Ripley. In this wild game,
Bruce has bravely gobbled pawns and hasn’t worried too much about his own king’s safety. His
punishment wasn’t easy to deliver, but I was finally able to find a way to give his king a shave that was
a bit too close for comfort...

RUSTY POTTER - KEITH VICKERS

1974 WESTERN VA OPEN

PIRC

1 d4 Nf6 2 Nc3 g6 3 e4 d6 4 f4 Bg7 5 Nf3 O-O 6 Bd3 c5 7 dxc5 dxc5 8 O-O e6 9 Qe1 Nc6 10 Be3
b6 11 Rd1 Qe7 12 a3 Rd8 13 Bc1 Bb7 14 e5 Nd5 15 Ne4 Nc7 16 Nd6 Ne8 17 Nxb7 Qxb7 18 Be4
Rxd1 19 Qxd1 Qc7 20 h4 Rd8 21 Qe1 Nd4 22 Ng5 f5 23 exf6 Bxf6 24 c3 Bxg5 25 fxg5 Nf5 26 Bf4
Qd7 27 Qf2 Ned6 28 Rd1 Qe8 29 Bb1 Nf7 30 Re1 Qd7 31 Ba2 Ng7 32 Qe2 Re8 33 Bc4 Qc8 34 g4
Nd8 35 h5 gxh5 36 gxh5 Nf5 37 Qe5 Qd7 38 Qxf5 Rf8 

#11 - White to Play (win big material or mate)



This game has a striking finish that I overlooked during the heat of battle, although I did eventually
win the game by more prosaic means. Can you find the pretty shot that I missed?

RUSTY POTTER- R HAAS

1967 CAROLINAS OPEN

SICILIAN

1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 d6 3 d4 cxd4 4 c3 dxc3 5 Nxc3 Nd7 6 Bc4 e6 7 Bf4 Qc7 8 Qe2 Ngf6 9 e5 Nh5 10 Nb5
Qc6 11 Nfd4 Qxg2 

#12 - White to Play (win big material or mate)

You have an advantage here if you’ve read some state and regional magazines, since this game has
been published several times. My opponent is attacking my rook and my bishop; what’s a poor guy to
do? I decided to be generous in the extreme...


