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GM Wojtkiewicz Wins Virginia Open
Richard Fraser, William Carroll & Santy Wong 

tie for 1st in Amateur

Two Queens versus None! è see page 18
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35th Annual Virginia Open
by Mike Atkins

GM Alex Wojtkeiwicz won clear 1st prize with a score of 4Á-Á at 
the better-late-than-never Virginia Open. A total of 110 players 
came to the Ramada Quantico over the weekend of November 
7-9 to experience the 35th annual running of the Open, 
traditionally the VCF's biggest event. 

The Amateur section saw three players likewise score 4Á-Á to 
share 1st place: Richard Fraser (who took the title and plaque 
on tiebreaks), Arlington Chess Clubìs William Carroll and US 
Marine Santy Wong from Camp Lejeune.

This was the tournament that almost never happened. Originally 
scheduled for last January, it was cancelled after problems 
arose with the site hotel. Subsequent efforts met with hurdles, 

roadblocks and seeming 
cursesèbut it finally came off, 
and pretty smoothly! The playing 
site was nice and although we 
had to compete with bar noise 
on both nights (disco music on 
Saturday and a some pretty 
raucous rock and roll church 
music on Sunday) the players 
were mostly good-natured and 
rolled with the punches. 

GM Wojtkeiwicz is a regular on 
the local circuit and winner of at 
least 3 US Grand Prix titles in a 

GM Alex Wojtkiewicz
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row. Clearly the favorite at the Virginia Open, he succeeded in 
adding to his GP total this year but only after overcoming what 
he called éa brilliant gameê played by Stan Fink. Time trouble 
spoiled a nice positional exchange sacrifice that otherwise might 
have produced a terrific win. 

STAN FINK - ALEXANDER WOJTKIEWICZ

BOTVINNIK/PANOV

1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 g6 3 d4 Bg7 4 
c3 cxd4 5 cxd4 d5 6 exd5 Nf6 
7 Bb5+ Nbd7 8 Nc3 (From 
a Sicilian beginning we have 
transposed to a position that 
arises in the Botvinnik/Panov 
attack in the Caro Kann via 
something like 1...c6 2 d4 d5 
3 exd5 cxd5 4 c4 Nf6 5 Nc3 
g6 6 cxd5 Bg7 7 Bb5+ Nbd7 
8 Nf3) 8äO-O 9 d6 exd6 10 
O-O Nb6 11 h3 Be6 12 Re1 
h6 13 Rxe6! 

13äfxe6 14 Bd3 g5 15 h4 
g4 16 Nh2 h5 17 Bg6 Nc8 
18 Bg5 Ne7 19 Bxf6 Rxf6 20 
Bxh5 Rh6 21 Bxg4 Nf5 22 
Bxf5 exf5 23 Nf3 Qd7 24 Nd5 
Kh8 25 Nf4 Bf6 26 d5 Rg8 27 
h5 Qh7 28 Kf1 Bxb2 29 Rb1 
Bf6 30 Qd2 Qc7 31 Rc1 Qd7 
32 g3 Rc8 33 Kg1 Rxc1+ 34 
Qxc1 Kg8 35 Qe3 b6 36 Qe2 
Rh7 37 Qd1 Re7 38 Qc2 Re4 
39 Ne6 Qb7 40 Qd3 Qc8 
41 Nd2 Qc1+ 42 Kg2 Re5 
(42...Qd1!?) 43 Nf3 (Too bad; 
43 Nc4! Re1 44 Qxf5 White 
would stand to win. But things 
are still not clear.) 43...Re4 
44 Qb5 (44 Qa6 to take the 
a7 pawn would be better) 
44...Qc8 45 h6 Kh8 46 Nd2 
Rxe6 47 dxe6 Qxe6 48 Qc6 
Kh7 49 Nf3 Qxa2 50 Qc1 (50 
Qxd6) 50...a5 51 Ng5+ Kxh6 
52 Ne4+ Kg6 53 Nxf6 Kxf6 54 
Qh6+ Ke7 55 Qg7+? (Black 
must have played inaccurately 

Fearless!
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somewhere as now White had a chance to play 55 Qg5+ and, 
since 55...Ke6?? 56 Qg8+ is impossible, he would get to take f5 
and then, who knows...?) 55...Qf7 56 Qg5+ Kd7 0-1

Against FM Rodion Rubenchik, Alex misstepped in a won 
position and allowed a draw, the only score against him.

ALEXANDER WOJTKIEWICZ - RODION RUBENCHIK

CATALAN

1 Nf3 d5 2 d4 Nf6 3 c4 e6 4 g3 dxc4 5 Bg2 c5 6 O-O Nc6 7 Qa4 
Bd7 8 Qxc4 b5 9 Qd3 Rc8 10 dxc5 Bxc5 11 Nc3 b4 12 Nb5 
Qe7 13 Be3 O-O 14 Bxc5 Qxc5 15 Nd6 Rb8 16 Rfc1 Qd5 17 
Qxd5 Nxd5 18 Rc5 f6 19 Rac1 Rb6 20 Nb5 Ra6 21 Nfd4 (Fritz 
doesnìt like this move and thinks White has a clear advantage 
with a3 or e4 or Bh3) 21äNxd4 22 Nxd4 Nb6 23 Bc6 Bxc6 24 
Rxc6 Rxa2 25 Nxe6 Re8 26 R1c2 Kf7 (26äNa4 27 Nc7 b3 28 
Nxe8 bxc2 29 Rxc2 Kf8 30 Nd6 Rxb2 =) 27 Nd4 Re7 28 e3 g6 
29 b3 Rxc2 30 Nxc2 Nd5 31 Rc5 Ð Rd7 32 Kg2 f5 33 Kf3 Kf6 
34 g4 fxg4+ 35 Kxg4 h5+ 36 Kf3 g5 37 h3 Kg6 38 Rc6+ Kh7 
39 Nd4 Rf7+ 40 Kg2 a5 41 Rc5 Nc3 42 Ne6 Rf6 43 Nf4 a4 44 
bxa4 Nxa4 45 Rb5 Rb6 46 Rxb6 Nxb6 ï Several unrecorded 
ésudden deathê moves were blitzed out before the draw was 
agreed.
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35th Virginia Open: Open Section
 # Name Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 Rd 4 Rd 5 Tot
 1 GM Alek Wojtkiewicz W24 W11 W4 D2 W8 4.5
 2 FM Rodion Rubenchik H--- W16 W12 D1 W10 4.0
 3 Raymond Kaufman D27 W33 D15 W16 W14 4.0
 4 Stan Fink W28 W7 L1 W25 W9 4.0
 5 IM Lawrence Kaufman W37 L12 W32 D14 W19 3.5
 6 John Russ Potter D32 W17 L8 W34 W21 3.5
 7 Chris Sevilla W36 L4 D29 W22 W18 3.5
 8 FM Macon Shibut W25 D15 W6 D9 L1 3.0
 9 FM Boris Privman W26 W20 D14 D8 L4 3.0
10 Boris Zisman D21 D29 W37 W15 L2 3.0
11 FM Boris Reichstein W22 L1 L25 W39 W24 3.0
12 Denis Strenzwilk W39 W5 L2 D21 D17 3.0
13 Paul Yavari D17 H--- L21 W35 W25 3.0
14 Alex Barnett W35 W18 D9 D5 L3 3.0
15 Timothy Rogalski W23 D8 D3 L10 W28 3.0
16 Jonathan Mathews W40 L2 W28 L3 W29 3.0
17 Alfred W Harvey D13 L6 W31 W32 D12 3.0
18 FM Dov Gorman W31 L14 W24 D19 L7 2.5
19 Floyd Boudreaux D29 D21 W26 D18 L5 2.5
20 Ronald Phillips W41 L9 D22 D29 D23 2.5
21 Andrew Johnson D10 D19 W13 D12 L6 2.5
22 William F Gray L11 W30 D20 L7 W32 2.5
23 Robert Brady L15 L37 W41 W26 D20 2.5
24 Bob Chase L1 W34 L18 W30 L11 2.0
25 Paul Waldowski L8 W40 W11 L4 L13 2.0
26 Jason McKinney L9 W35 L19 L23 W40 2.0
27 Brian S Garbera D3 L32 L34 D31 W37 2.0
28 James Robert Guill L4 W41 L16 W37 L15 2.0
29 David F Long D19 D10 D7 D20 L16 2.0
30 Dustin R Harris L38 L22 B--- L24 W41 2.0
31 William Stokes L18 H--- L17 D27 D35 1.5
32 Jim A Kinsman D6 W27 L5 L17 L22 1.5
33 George L Harris H--- L3 W36 U--- U--- 1.5
34 Marvin Lazo H--- L24 W27 L6 U--- 1.5
35 John Bninski L14 L26 W40 L13 D31 1.5
36 Larry G Brock L7 D39 L33 L40 W42 1.5
37 Andrew Samuelson L5 W23 L10 L28 L27 1.0
38 Kebadu Belachew W30 U--- U--- U--- U--- 1.0
39 David W Hulvey L12 D36 H--- L11 U--- 1.0
40 Ross Leskin L16 L25 L35 W36 L26 1.0
41 Peter Brian Snow L20 L28 L23 H--- L30 0.5
42 Arman Khojandi U--- U--- U--- U--- L36 0.0
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In the end Fink and Rubinchuk shared 2nd place at 4-1 along 
with Maryland master Ray Kaufman. former state champion 
Rusty Potter scored 3Á and took top U2300. Chris Sevilla, 
with the same score, won U2100. Chrisì last round upset of FM 
Dov Gorman also gave him the upset prize in the Open section. 
Current state Scholastic champ Robert Brady and John Bninski. 
were the top scholastic players in the Open.

Aside from the trio at the top, other Amateur section prizewinners 
included Ernie Schlich, Edward McLaughlin, Michael Foycik & 
Raymond Balucanag (= top B); Thomas Butler, Aryan Khojandi 
& Daniel Clancy (= top C); Milt Kicklighter (top D); Thomas 
Hoffmann & Joseph Tyler (top U1200); Lkhagva Zorigt (top 
unrated, with an excellent 3Á-Á score); Nick Halgren (top 
scholastic); Steven Linett (2nd scholastic); and Jonathon Giuffrida 
(upset). Here a a couple games by two of the Amateur winners:

WILLIAM CARROLL - JON MORRIS

SICILIAN

1 e4 c5 2 c3 d5 3 exd5 Qxd5 4 d4 Nf6 5 Nf3 Nc6 6 Be3 Bg4 7 
c4 Qd7 8 d5 Bxf3 9 Qxf3 Nb4 10 Na3 e6 11 dxe6 fxe6 12 Be2 
Be7 13 O-O O-O 14 Rfd1 Qc8 15 Nb5 Nfd5 16 Qg3 Nxe3 17 
fxe3 a6 18 Nd6 Qc7 19 Bg4 Rf6 20 Ne4 Qxg3 21 Nxf6+ Kf7 22 
hxg3 gxf6 23 Rd7 Nc2 24 Bh5+ Kf8 25 Rc1 Nxe3 26 Re1 Nf5 
27 Rxe6 Kg8 28 g4 1-0

SANTY WONG - RAYMOND BALUCANOG

DUTCH

1 d4 d5 2 c4 e6 3 Nc3 f5 4 Nf3 Nf6 5 e3 c6 6 Bd3 Bd6 7 Ne5 
O-O 8 O-O Nbd7 9 f4 Ne4 10 Bd2 Qe8 11 Rc1 Kh8 12 Rf3 Rg8 
13 Bxe4 fxe4 14 Rg3 Nf6 15 Be1 Bd7 16 Qe2 Qe7 17 Rh3 Be8 
18 Bh4 Qc7 19 cxd5 cxd5 20 Rf1 a6 21 g4 Nd7 22 Qg2 Bxe5 
23 fxe5 Nb6 
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24 Bd8! Qxd8 Not much choice, 
as the queen was attacked, but 
nowä 

25 Rxh7+! Kxh7 26 Qh3+ 1-0 
(26äKg6 27 Qh5#)

Maryland master Denis Strenzwilk, a veteran of perhaps as many 
Virginia Opens as anyone alive, upset IM Larry Kaufman, the 
tournamentìs 2nd-ranked player.

DENIS STRENZWILK - LARRY KAUFMAN

RUY LOPEZ

1 e4 e5 2 Nf3 Nc6 3 Bb5 Nf6 4 O-O Nxe4 5 d4 Nd6 6 dxe5 Nxb5 
7 a4 (a variation that dates back to several turn-of-the-century 
Pillsbury games) 7äNd6 (Pillsburyìs opponents played 7äd6, 
eg Wolf ç Pillsbury, Munich 1900: 7äd6 8 e6 fxe6 9 axb5 Ne7 
10 Nc3 Ng6 11 Ng5 Be7 12 Qh5 Bxg5 13 Bxg5 Qd7 14 Ra3 
0-0 15 Ne4 Nf4 16 Bxf4 Rxf4 17 Rh3 h6 18 Re1 Qf7 19 Qe2 b6 
20 Ra3 Bb7 21 Ng3 e5 22 Rea1 Qd5 23 f3 Qd4+ 24 Qf2 Qxb2 
25 Rxa7 Qxa1+ 26 Rxa1 Rxa1+ 27 Nf1 Bd5 28 Qe3 Bc4 29 h3 
Rxf1+ 30 Kh2 h5 31 Qa3 h4 32 Qa8+ Kh7 33 Qe8 Bf7 34 Qe7 
Bh5 35 Qg5 Bxf3 36 gxf3 R1xf3 37 Qh5+ Kg8 38 Qe8+ Rf8 39 
Qe6+ Kh7 40 Qc4 Rf2+ 0-1) 8 Bg5 f6 9 Re1 fxg5 10 exd6+ Kf7 
11 Qd5+ Kg6 12 dxc7 Qf6 13 Nc3 d6 14 Rad1 h6 15 Ne4 Qf5 
16 Qd2 Kh7 17 c3 d5 (17 ... Ne5!? After the text Black gets the 
queens off and remains a piece ahead but somehow he never 
quite completes his development, never manages to liquidate the 
c7 pawn.) 18 Qxd5 Qxd5 19 Rxd5 Bg4 20 Nd4 Rc8 21 h3 Nxd4 
22 Rxd4 Bf5 23 Ng3 Bg6 24 Rd7 a5 25 Re5 b6 26 Ne4 Bxe4 
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(26...Kg8!?) 27 Rxe4 b5 28 axb5 Bc5 29 Rc4 Ba7 30 Rc6 Rhe8 
31 b6 Bxb6 32 Rxb6 Re5 33 Rb8 Ree8 34 Rxc8 Rxc8 35 Kf1 
Kg6 36 Ke2 Kf6 37 Kd3 h5 38 Kc4 g6 39 Kb5 1-0 

DOV GORMAN - ALEX BARNETT

ENGLISH

1 a3 a6 (wise guys) 2 c4 c5 3 Nf3 e6 4 g3 b6 5 Bg2 Bb7 6 O-O 
Be7 7 Nc3 Nf6 8 d4 O-O 9 d5 exd5 10 cxd5 d6 11 a4 b5 12 
Ne1 b4 13 Nb1 a5 14 b3 Nbd7 15 Nc2 Rc8 16 e4 Re8 17 Re1 
Bf8 18 Bb2 Ba6 19 f4 Nb6 20 Nd2 Bd3!? 21 Rc1 c4 22 Nxc4 
Bxc4 23 bxc4 Nxa4 24 Bxf6 Qxf6 25 Ne3 Nc5 26 e5 dxe5 27 
Ng4 Qb6 28 Kh1 e4 29 Qd4 f5 30 Ne5 Qf6 31 Qe3 Bd6 32 Nc6 
Nd3 33 Nxa5 Bc5 34 Qe2 Ra8 35 Nb3 Qd6 36 Rf1 Ra3 37 Rb1 
Rea8 38 Nc1 Qf6 39 Nxd3 Rxd3 40 Rfd1 Re3 41 Qb2 Qxb2 42 
Rxb2 b3 43 Bf1 Ra2 44 Rbb1 Rc3 45 Rdc1 Rcc2 46 Rxc2 bxc2 
47 Re1 Kf8 48 d6 Bxd6 0-1

MACON SHIBUT - PAUL WALDOWSKI

BOTVINNIK/PANOV

1 e4 d5 2 exd5 Nf6 3 c4 c6 4 d4 cxd5 5 Nc3 g6 6 cxd5 Bg7 7 
Qb3 0-0 8 Be2 Nbd7 9 Bf3 Qb6 10 Nge2 Rd8 11 Bf4 Qxb3 12 
axb3 Ne8 13 0-0 h6 14 Nb5 a6 15 Nc7 (15 d6!?) 15äRa7 16 
Nb5 Ra8 17 Nc7 Ra7 18 Rfc1 g5 19 Nxe8 Rxe8 20 Bc7 f5 21 d6 
e6 22 g3 Kh7 23 Rc2 Kg6 24 Rac1 (24 Rd1) 24...Bf6 (24...e5) 

25 Bb8! Ra8 26 Rxc8 Rxb8 27 
Rxe8 Rxe8 28 Bxb7 Nb8 29 
Rc7 Rd8 30 Rc8 Rxc8 31 Bxc8 
Kf7 32 b4 Bd8? 33 Nc3 Kf6 
34 Na4 Nc6 35 Nc5 Nxd4 36 
Bxa6 e5 37 Bc4 e4 38 b5 Nf3+ 
39 Kg2 Ne5 40 Bd5 h5 41 b4 
Nd3? (4 ...Kg6 but the defense 
is difficult in any case) 42 Nd7+ 
Kg7 43 b6 Bxb6 44 Nxb6 Nxb4 
45 d7 1-0
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35th Virginia Open: Amateur Section

 # Name Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 Rd 4 Rd 5 Tot
 1 Santy B Wong H--- W9 W14 W28 W10 4.5
 2 Richard A Frazer W44 W30 W21 W5 D3 4.5
 3 William Carroll W45 W20 W41 W7 D2 4.5
 4 David Edelschick L9 W48 W22 W30 W19 4.0
 5 Ted Udelson W54 W40 W38 L2 W11 4.0
 6 Mel Ross H--- W52 W29 D19 W21 4.0
 7 Jon W Morris W55 W18 W32 L3 W25 4.0
 8 Duane R Smith W60 L32 W20 W34 W17 4.0
 9 Nick S Halgren W4 L1 W27 W18 W28 4.0
10 Ilya Kremenchugskiy D23 W66 W33 W15 L1 3.5
11 Ernest W Schlich W57 W53 D15 W26 L5 3.5
12 Edward Mc Laughlin W46 L21 W43 W32 H--- 3.5
13 Michael J Foycik W24 L15 D45 W55 W33 3.5
14 Raymond Balucanag H--- W59 L1 W53 W31 3.5
15 Lkhagva Zorigt  W42 W13 D11 L10 W29 3.5
16 Sanda Costescu D56 D23 L34 W46 W35 3.0
17 Christopher Brashers H--- D56 W54 W41 L8 3.0
18 Tyler D Cook W49 L7 W23 L9 W41 3.0
19 Richard Skinnell H--- W64 W47 D6 L4 3.0
20 Thomas Ja Butler W63 L3 L8 W47 W44 3.0
21 Aryan I Khojandi W65 W12 L2 W38 L6 3.0
22 Daniel J Clancy H--- W51 L4 D37 W39 3.0
23 Milt Kicklighter D10 D16 L18 W63 W53 3.0
24 Steven J Linett L13 D42 W66 H--- W40 3.0
25 Andryei Ganbat  L41 W46 W40 W39 L7 3.0
26 William Van Lear W43 W39 H--- L11 U--- 2.5
27 Eric G Kangas W48 L41 L9 W56 D32 2.5
28 Raghu B Rajaram H--- W67 W31 L1 L9 2.5
29 Michael T Abron H--- W35 L6 W42 L15 2.5
30 Joe Faries W61 L2 W56 L4 D34 2.5
31 Jacob Feldman H--- W36 L28 W45 L14 2.5
32 Edward J Lu W64 W8 L7 L12 D27 2.5
33 Adithya Sundar H--- W37 L10 W51 L13 2.5
34 Joshua B Lilly W68 L38 W16 L8 D30 2.5
35 Marvin A Reyesgarcia H--- L29 W49 W52 L16 2.5
36 Sema Sebwe H--- L31 L42 W67 W54 2.5
37 Stephen Skirpan H--- L33 W63 D22 U--- 2.0


