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ORANDMASTERS Hikaru Nakamura and Ildar Ibragimov tied 
for top hon ors at the 5th annual Millennium Chess Festival, 

April 2-4 in Virginia Beach. GMs Aleksander Wojtkiewicz & John 
Fedorowicz, IM John Donaldson, masters Aleksander Stamnov 
& Boris Zisman all followed with 4-1. Wojtkiewicz could definitely 
claim to be ëfirst among equalsì in this quintet inasmuch as he was 
the opponent in the lone drawn game by both of the co-winners! 
Reigning Virginia state champion Daniel Miller was part of a large 
group that came next with 3Á point scores. 

So often the decisive ëmoney gameì 
round in a big swiss system event is 
the penultimate one. That was the 
case at the Millennium. While the 
other perfect scores, Wojtkiewicz 
and Ibragimov, met a few feet away 
è and drew è Nakamura ground 
down one of the co-winners from 
last yearìs Festival.

HIKARU NAKAMURA - JULIO BECERRA
KINGìS INDIAN

1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 g6 3 Nc3 Bg7 4 e4 d6 
5 f3 O-O 6 Bg5 Nbd7 7 Nh3 a6 8 
Qd2 c6 9 d5 Ne5 10 Nf2 b5 11 cxb5 
cxd5 12 exd5 axb5 13 Bxb5 Ba6 14 
Bxa6 Rxa6 15 O-O Qa8 16 b3 Rb8 
17 Rac1 e6 18 dxe6 fxe6 19 Rfe1 
Nd5 20 Nxd5 Qxd5 21 Qxd5 exd5 
22 Re2 Rba8 23 Rd1 Rxa2 24 Rxa2 
Rxa2 25 Rxd5 Rb2 26 Ne4 Rxb3 27 
Rxd6 Nf7 28 Rd1 Nxg5 29 Nxg5 Bf6 
30 Ne4 Be7 31 Rd7 Kf7 32 Ra7 Ke6 
33 h3 h5 34 Ra6+ Kf7 35 Nd2 Rc3 
36 f4 h4 37 Nf3 Bf6 38 Ra7+ Kg8 
39 Ra4 Rc1+ 40 Kh2 Rd1 41 Ra5 

Rb1 42 Ng5 Rf1 43 Ra4 Kg7 44 Nf3 
Rd1 45 Re4 Kf7 46 Rb4 Kf8 47 Rb5 
Rf1 48 Rb7 Kg8 49 Rd7 Ra1 50 g4 
hxg3+ 51 Kxg3 Ra5 52 Rc7 Rb5 53 
Rc4 Rd5 54 Ra4 Kg7 55 h4 Rb5 56 
Ra7+ Kg8 57 Nd2 Rb4 58 Rc7 Rd4 
59 Nf3 Rd5 60 Rc2 Kf7 61 Nd2 Rd4 
62 Nf3 Rd5 63 Re2 Kg7 64 Nd2 
Rh5 65 Rh2 Rd5 66 Ne4 Rd4 67 
Nc5 Kf7 68 Ra2 Rd1 (The specter 
of ësudden deathì arose. Somewhere 
around this point Black tried to claim 
ëInsufficient Losing Chancesì. The 
directors elected to introduce a Time 
Delay clock. White had 14 minutes 
è Black had 57 seconds.) 69 Ra7+ 
Ke8 70 Ne4 Rg1+ 71 Kh3 Be7 72 
Ng3 Re1 73 Ra5 Kf7 74 Kg4 Re6 
75 Ra7 Ke8 76 h5 gxh5+ 77 Nxh5 
Kf8 78 f5 Re4+ 79 Kf3 Re5 (Even 
with the 5-second delay, the defense 
had cost Becerra too much time. He 
was now down to 4 seconds.) 80 Kf4 
Rb5 81 Ra6 Kf7 82 Ng3 Rb4+ 83 
Ne4 Rb1 84 Ra7 Kf8 85 f6! 
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Provoking the crisis! Black hesitated 
and... captured the pawn.

85äBxf6 Too late! He had lost on 
time! 1-0 Meanwhile, it appears to 
be a forced draw based on the idea 
86 Nxf6 Rf1+! (86äRb4+ allows the 
game to continue, 87 Ne4) 87 Kg5 (or 
87 Ke5, similar) 87äRf5+! The rook 
harasses the king, immune to capture 
due to stalemate. For instance, 88 Kg6 
Rg5+ 89 Kh6 Rg6+ 90 Kh7 Rxf6 (or 
90... Rg7+) 

Among the class sections, Larry Larkin scored a come-from-behind triumph in 
the U2000. He finished 4Á-Á after knocking off the only perfect 4-0, Robert 
Clifton, in the decisive finale round. Clifton thus had to settle for a tie, with 
Brian Salomon, Chris Bush & Bernard Gomez, for 2nd place. A last-round 
battle of 4-0ìs in the U1800 section saw Walter Key defeat Michael Bacon to 
win first prize. Bacon joined Marcelo Deyto, Joel Harrison, Andrew Briscoe, 
Philip Shing & Frank Berry in a massive tie for the runner-up spot. Micheal 
Spargo won the U1600 group by scoring 4Á-Á. A six-way tie for 2nd included 
Jared Casazza (who nicked the only Ápt off the winner), Walter Overman, 
Steven Linett, Sorel Utsey, Jonathan Hundley & Jeffrey Hlywa. The U1300 
section was won by Tan Dang with a 5-0 sweep. Andrew Carroll was second 
with 4Á. Altogether, 279 players competed.

The top-rated player in the tournament, former world championship candidate 
GM Jaan Ehlvest, saw his chances hurt when he was held to a draw by expert 
James Burden. The chance to meet a player of Ehlvestìs class is one of the 
great appeals of a tournament like the Millennium Festival. Burden certainly 
seized the opportunity with style, sacrificing his queen! Well, ésacrificeê might 
be a bit strong, a Black got sufficient material compensation. But it was in 
any case a spirited and fighting decision by the lower-rated player. Ehlvest 
obtained a danger passed pawn at b6. However, Black had an advanced 
passed pawn too, and after Ehlvest returned a piece more to eliminate it Black 
was able to force a draw by harassing the White queen.
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JAAN EHLVEST - JAMES BURDEN

KINGìS INDIAN
1 d4 Nf6 2 Nf3 g6 3 c4 Bg7 4 Nc3 
O-O 5 Bg5 d6 6 e3 Nbd7 7 Qc2 c5 8 
Be2 a6 9 O-O Rb8 10 Rfd1 cxd4 11 
Nxd4 Qa5 12 Bh4 Ne5 13 a3 Bg4 
14 f3 Be6 15 Nxe6 fxe6 16 b4 Qc7 
17 Qb3 Rbc8 18 c5 dxc5 19 Qxe6+ 
Kh8 20 b5 c4 21 Bg3 Nh5 22 Nd5 

22äNxg3 23 Nxc7 Nxe2+ 24 Kf1 
Nc3 25 b6 Nxd1 26 Rxd1 c3 27 
Qd5 Rf6 28 Qxb7 Rcf8 29 Ke2 Nc4 
30 Nd5 Rd6 31 Qc7 Nb2 32 Nxc3 
Nxd1 33 Nxd1 Rfd8 34 f4 Rd2+ 35 
Kf3 R2d7 36 Qc2 Rd2 37 Qb3 R2d3 
38 Qc2 Rd2 ï

TIMOTHY ROGALSKIçHIKARU NAKAMURA

SICILIAN
1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 Nc6 3 d4 cxd4 4 Nxd4 
Nf6 5 Nc3 e5 6 Ndb5 d6 7 Bg5 a6 8 
Na3 b5 9 Nd5 Be7 10 Bxf6 Bxf6 11 
c3 Ne7 12 Nxe7 Bxe7 13 Nc2 Bb7 14 
Bd3 O-O 15 Ne3 Bg5 16 Nd5 Bxd5 
17 exd5 e4 18 Bc2 e3 19 O-O exf2+ 
20 Rxf2 Be3 21 Bxh7+ Kh8 22 Qh5 
Bxf2+ 23 Kxf2 Qf6+ 24 Bf5+ Qh6 
25 Qxh6+ gxh6 26 Ke3 Rfe8+ 27 
Kd3 Re5 28 Be4 Rae8 29 Bf3 Re1 
30 Rxe1 Rxe1 31 Kc2 Kg7 32 Kb3 
Kf6 33 a4 bxa4+ 34 Kxa4 Ra1+ 35 
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Kb4 Ke5 36 b3 f5 37 Kc4 a5 38 Kb5 
Ra3 39 Kc4 Kf4 40 Bh5 Ra2 41 Bf3 
Rb2 0-1 White gets into zugzwang. 
b4 will always be answered äa4 and 
the a-pawn decides. Otherwise White 
can only move his h-pawn, but soon 
those moves run out and something 
else will have to give way.

GM John Fedorwicz contributes 
annotations to his first round defeat 
of No. Virginia expert Matt Grinberg.

MATT GRINBERGçJOHN FEDOROWICZ

SICILIAN

Notes by John Fedorowicz
1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 Nc6 3 d4 cxd4 4 Nxd4 
Nf6 5 Nc3 d6 6 Bg5 e6 7 Qd2 a6 8 
O-O-O Bd7 9 f4 b5 10 e5? (10 Bxf6 
Qxf6 [or 10ägxf6 11 Nxc6 Bxc6 12 
Bd3 Qb6 13 Qe1 {´ Nd5} 13äBe7] 
11 e5 dxe5 12 Ndxb5 Qd8 13 Nd6+ 
Bxd6 14 Qxd6Ð) 10ädxe5 11 Nxc6 
Bxc6 12 Qxd8+ Rxd8 13 Rxd8+ 
Kxd8 14 fxe5 h6 15 Be3 (if 15 Bxf6+ 
gxf6 16 exf6 Bc5!) 15äNd7 16 Bd4 
g5 17 Bd3 Bg7 18 a4 b4 19 Ne2 a5 
20 b3 Ke7 21 Rd1 Bxe5 

(Black wins a pawn but he has to be 
careful as it might get hard to make 
progress.) 22 Bb5 Rc8 23 Bxc6 Rxc6 
24 Rd3 Bxd4 25 Rxd4 Ne5 26 Re4 
Rc5 27 c4 bxc3 28 Kc2 f5 29 Re3 
Ng4 30 Rh3 f4 31 Rxc3 (31 Nxc3 
Nf2 wins thing king+pawn endgame) 
31äKd6 32 Nd4 Ne3+ 33 Kd3 
Rxc3+ 34 Kxc3 Kd5 35 Ne2 Nxg2 
36 b4 f3 37 Ng3 axb4+ 38 Kxb4 
Ne3 39 a5 Kc6 40 Ne4 Ng4 41 h3 f2 
42 Nd2 Ne3 1-0

Andrew Johnson initiated comp-
lications against IM Donaldson 
but overlooked something and left 
himself a piece down.

ANDREW JOHNSONçJOHN DONALDSON

CATALAN
1 d4 Nf6 2 Nf3 d5 3 g3 Bf5 4 Bg2 
e6 5 O-O Be7 6 c4 c6 7 Qb3 Qb6 
8 c5 Qc7 9 Bf4 Qc8 10 Nc3 O-O 11 
h3 h6 12 Kh2 Nbd7 13 g4 Bh7 14 
Qd1 Ne4 15 Nxe4 Bxe4 16 b4 f5 
17 Ne5?! (Touching off all sorts of 
interesting possibilities, eg 17äfxg4 
was possible now with an eye 
towards answering 18 Bxe4 Rxf4 19 
Ng6 with 19äQc7!) 18 Ng6 Qe8 
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19 Nxf8 (The complications keep 
coming and they aren't trending 
Whiteìs way. If now, eg, 19 Nxe7+ 
the could follow 19äQxe7 20 Bd6 
[or 20 Kxg2 fxg4 21 Bd6 Qh4!, the 
same thing] Qh4! 21 Kxg2 fxg4!) 
19äBxf1 20 Nxe6 (Neither does 20 
Nxd7 avoid material loss since Black 
desperados his bishop, 20äBxh3!, 
although this might have been 
Whiteìs best try.) 20äBg5 21 gxf5 
Bxf4+ 22 Nxf4 Qb8 23 e3 Bc4 24 
Qg4 Nf6 25 Qg2 Nh5 17ä Bxg2 26 
Rg1 Qc7 27 f6 Nxf6 28 Kh1 Qf7 29 
Ng6 Nd7 30 Nf4 Nf8 31 Qg4 Re8 
0-1

The good news for former state 
champion Rusty Potter was that he 
got to play a strong field including 
two grandmaster opponents. The bad 
newsä well, a strong field including 
two grandmaster opponents.

JOHN FEDOROWICZçRUSTY POTTER

BENONI
Notes based on remarks by 

Fedorowicz & Potter
1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 c5 3 d5 g6 4 Nc3 Bg7 5 
e4 d6 6 Bd3 O-O 7 h3 e6 8 Nf3 exd5 
9 cxd5 Re8 10 O-O c4?! (10äb5) 11 
Bxc4 Nxe4 12 Nxe4 Rxe4 13 Bg5 
Qa5 (13äBf6) 4 Nd2 Re8 15 Re1 
Bd7 16 Ne4 Na6 17 Nxd6 (White 
has a decisive advantage è Black is 
too congested) 17äRxe1+ 18 Qxe1 
Qxe1+ 19 Rxe1 Nc5 20 b4 Bc3 21 
bxc5 Bxe1 22 Nxb7 Rc8 23 c6 Bxc6 
24 dxc6 Rxc6 25 Bxf7+ Kg7 26 Bb3 
Bc3 27 Nd8 Rc8 28 Ne6+ Kf7 29 
Be3 a5 30 Ng5+ Kg7 31 Ne4 Be5 
32 f3 h5 33 Kf1 Ra8 34 Nc5 Bg3 35 
Ke2 Re8 36 Kd3 Bh2 37 Ne4 Rc8 38 
Bd4+ Kf8 39 Bc5+ Ke8 40 Nf6+ Kd8 
41 Bb6+ Bc7 42 Bd4 Bd6 43 Ne4 
Rc1 44 h4 Bc5 45 Bf6+ Kd7 46 Ng5 
Rg1 47 Be6+ Kd6 48 Bf7 Rd1+ 49 
Ke2 Rc1 50 Bxg6 Bb4 51 g4 Re1+ 
52 Kf2 Rd1 53 Bf7 Rd2+ 54 Ke3 
hxg4 55 fxg4 Rh2 56 Ke4 and White 
eventually won è a ësudden deathì 
time control conclusion 1-0 
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Another former state champion was involved in this special Millennium Chess 
Festival edition of...

MACON SHIBUT - CORNELIUS VICK

BLACKMAR DIEMER GAMBIT

Notes by Macon Shibut
1 e4 Nf6 2 Nc3 d5 3 d4 dxe4 4 f3 Bf5 5 fxe4 (For those who prefer to 
sacrifice position instead of material there is 5 g4 Bg6 6 g5 Nd5 7 Nxe4. In my 
opinion that would be contrary to the spirit of this opening.) 5äNxe4 6 Qf3 
Nxc3 7 bxc3 Qc8 8 Bc4 (8 Ba3 [´ 8äe6 9 Bxf8 etc] Qe6+ looks disruptive) 
8...e6 9 Ne2 (Diemer himself reached this position in 1937 in a game. The 
continuation exemplified his credo, vom Ersten Zug an auf Matt! After 9 Rb1 
c6 he literally forced Black to swallow more material: 10 g4 Bxc2 11 Rb2 Bg6 
12 Rf2 Then the opponent, Stehle, obligingly coughed up a losing blunder. 
12äf6? [12äBe7] 13 Re2 Bf7 14 Qf5 Be7 15 Bxe6 Bxe6 16 Rxe6 Kf7 17 
Nf3 Qxe6+ 18 Ne5+ 1-0) 9äBe7 10 0-0 0-0 11 Bf4 Nd7 12 Rae1 Bxc2 13 
Qg3 Nb6 14 Bb3 Bg6 15 Bxc7 Bh4 16 Qxh4 Qxc7 17 Rf3 Qd8 18 Qg3 Bh5 
19 Re3 Bxe2 20 R1xe2 Rc8 21 Re5?! (21 Qg4; 21 Qe5. The text could have 
led to discouraging simplification.) 21äQc7 22 R2e3 Nc4? (22äNd7 forces 
the queens off. Vick thought, and I hoped, that my bishop's activity might yield 
some counterplay after 23 Rg5 Qxg3 24 Rexg3 g6 25 d5. But letìs be objective 
hereèeven if thatìs again perhaps not the spirit of the openingèBlack would 
have a clear advantage with no real danger in sight.) 23 Bxc4 Qxc4 24 Rg5 g6 
25 h4 Qxa2 26 h5 Kg7 27 Qf4! f6 28 h6+ Kf7 29 d5 

29 Rge5 was my original intention, and itìs decent. But then I spotted a 
jaw-dropping tactic and of course I had to go for it è that is the spirit of the 
Blackmar Diemer Gambit. After the text the threat is to take e6, of course. 
What ought Black do? Not 29äKg8? on account of 30 dxe6! anyway ´ 
30äfxg5 31 Qe5 and there are only some spite checks before mate on g7. 
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attack the b-pawn: 31 Rb5. And again play 
any normal defense for Black: 31äRd7 (or 
äb6; or äQa6)

(diagram)
 

So perhaps 29...Rfe8, yes? Then I would have played 30 d6 threatening d7 
(unless I found a problem, in which case 30 Rge5 is still a good fallback since 
Black then canìt continue 30äexd5? 31 Rxe8 Rxe8 32 Qc7+). Now let Black 
defend with some reasonable moveèsay 30äRed8, for instance. Then we 

Which brings us to the sole reason for even 
publishing this silly swindle game. 32 Qxf6+!! 
Kxf6 33 Rf3 and yes, that works. In fact, that 
is mate. Before I had a chance to look more 
closely for possible spoiler defenses, my 
opponent movedä

29äe5 (Avoids the brilliancy, but after this White wins prosaically.) 30 Rgxe5 
Kg8 31 Re7 Qxd5 32 Rg7+ Kh8 33 Ree7 Qd1+ 34 Qf1 1-0

DANIEL MILLER ç TOM ALSTON

SICILIAN
1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 Nc6 3 Bb5 d6 4 O-O 
Bd7 5 c3 Nf6 6 Re1 a6 7 Bf1 e5 8 
h3 h6 9 d4 Qc7 10 Nbd2 g6 11 Nc4 
b5 12 Ne3 Bg7 13 Nd5 Qa7 14 a4 
b4 15 dxe5 dxe5 16 cxb4 cxb4 17 
Be3 Qb7 18 Bc5 Be6 19 Rc1 Rd8 
20 Bxa6 Qb8 21 Bb5 Qb7 22 Be7 
Qxe7 23 Bxc6+ Kf8 24 Nxe7 Rxd1 
25 Nxg6+ fxg6 26 Rexd1 Nh5 27 
Rd8+ Ke7 28 Rxh8 Bxh8 29 a5 Bc8 
30 Bb7 Bxb7 31 Rc7+ Kd6 32 Rxb7 
1-0

HIKARU NAKAMURA ç BORIS ZISMAN

SEMI TARRASCH
1 c4 c5 2 Nf3 Nf6 3 Nc3 d5 4 cxd5 
Nxd5 5 g3 Nc6 6 Bg2 e6 7 O-O Be7 
8 d4 Nxc3 9 bxc3 O-O 10 Rb1 Qc7 
11 Qa4 Bd7 12 Bf4 Qc8 13 Qd1 

Rd8 14 e4 b6 15 Qe2 Be8 16 Rfd1 
cxd4 17 cxd4 Bd6 18 Be3 Qd7 19 
e5! Be7 20 Ng5 h6 21 Ne4 Rac8? 22 
Bxh6 gxh6 23 Qg4+ 

The immobilized Be8 does Black in. 
After the king moves out of check, 
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DANNY KOPEC ç BRYAN SMITH

FRENCH
1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 Nc3 Nf6 4 Bg5 
Bb4 5 e5 h6 6 Bd2 Bxc3 7 bxc3 Ne4 
8 Qg4 Kf8 9 Bd3 Nxd2 10 Kxd2 c5 
11 h4 Nc6 12 Rh3 c4 13 Rg3?!? 
(Whoa! Theory or oversight?) cxd3 
14 Qxg7+ Ke7 15 Qf6+ Kd7 16 
Qxf7+ Ne7 17 Rg6 Rf8 18 Qxe6+ 
Ke8 19 Qd6 Nxg6 20 Qxg6+ Ke7 21 
Nf3 Qb6 22 e6 Bxe6 23 Re1 dxc2 
24 Qxh6 Rae8 25 Ng5 Rxf2+ 26 Ke3 
c1Q+ 0-1 (27 Rxc1 Re2+ 28 Kxe2 
[or 28 Kf4 Qd6+] Bg4+ and Qxh6)

JOSEF FRIEDMAN-RODION RUBENCHIK

SICILIAN
1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 d6 3 Bb5+ Nd7 4 O-O 
Nf6 5 Re1 a6 6 Bf1 g6 7 c3 Bg7 8 d4 
O-O 9 a4 b6 10 d5 Ne8 11 Bf4 Ne5 
12 Bxe5 Bxe5 13 Nxe5 dxe5 14 Nd2 
Nd6 15 Nc4 f6 16 Qb3 Rb8 17 Na5 
Qc7 18 Nc6 Ra8 19 a5 b5 20 c4 b4 

White will play Nf6 threatening 
Qg8#. Since there is no way to clear 
the back rank, Black will have to take 
the knight. Then, after exf6, his pieces 
canìt cover the mate at g7.   1-0

Round #3 at the Millennium Festival è IM John Donaldson (left) defends his trademark 
Accelerated Dragon against GM Julio Bcerra. GM John Fedorowicz is on the adjacent board. 

JULIO BECERRA ç JOHN DONALDSON

SICILIAN
1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 g6 3 d4 cxd4 4 Nxd4 
Nc6 5 Nc3 Bg7 6 Be3 Nf6 7 Bc4 O-
O 8 Bb3 a5 (IM Donaldson literally 
wrote the book on this variation) 9 
O-O d6 10 h3 Nxd4 11 Bxd4 Bd7 12 
a3 Bc6 13 Qd3 Nd7 14 Bxg7 Kxg7 
15 Qd4+ Kg8 16 Nd5 Bxd5 17 exd5 
Qb6 18 Rad1 Qxd4 19 Rxd4 Nc5 20 
Bc4 Rfc8 21 Re1 Rc7 22 Bb5 a4 23 
Re3 Ra5 24 Be2 Kf8 25 Rh4 Na6 26 
c4 Kg7 27 Rhe4 Kf8 28 Rh4 Kg7 29 
Rhe4 Kf8 30 Rh4 ï
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