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2013 Virginia Open
Maryland IM Tegshsuren Enkhbat reaffirmed his supremacy of  late on the 
local tournament scene, winning clear 1st place at the 45th edition of  the Virginia 
Open with a score of  4½-½. Thus he repeated his feat from last year of  winning 
the VCF's largest annual open event. A pair of  former Virginia state champions, 
Macon Shibut and Adithya Balasubramanian, each scored 4-1 to tie for second. 
Andy Samuelson, Adam Weissbarth, Jeevan Karamsetty, Daniel Clancy, Andrew 
Zheng & Alex Graeffe followed with 3½ points apiece. Muskee Books, Raymond 
Duchesne & Justin Lohr split the class A prize.

In the Amateur section, Tan Nguyen ran off  a prefect 5-0 for undivided 1st place. 
A massive eight-way logjam followed a point behind and accounted for most of  
the remaining prizes: Robert Harrison, Isaac Steincamp, Kevin Zhang, Jonathan 
Yu, Bryant Lohr, Vadim Barnakov, Chris Williams & John Tesorero all tallied 4-1. 
Oddly, only one of  them played Nguyen head-to-head. Gregory Revesz won top 
class D. Sree Revoori & Josh Hiban split top Under 1200.

The tournament introduced a new venue for VCF events, the Dulles Airport 
Marriott Hotel. This will also be the site of  the Cherry Blossom Classic, April 
19-21. A good turnout of  127 players was ably directed by former VCF President 
Mike Hoffpauir, assisted by Anand Dommalapati.

Tegshsuren Enkhbat - Adam Weissbarth
Benoni

Notes by Tegshsuren Enkhbat*
1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 c5 3 d5 e6 4 Nc3 exd5 5 cxd5 d6 6 Nf3 g6 7 g3 Bg7 8 Bg2 O-O 
9 O-O Na6 10 Re1 Nc7 11 a4 Re8 12 Nd2 b6 13 h3 Rb8 14 Nc4 Ba6 15 Na3 
Nd7 16 Bd2 f5 17 Nab5 Bxb5 18 axb5 Ra8 [18...Bxc3 19 bxc3 Nxb5 20 c4 Nc7 
21 Rxa7≥] 19 Qb3 Nf6 20 Ra4 a5 21 bxa6 Rxa6 22 Rxa6 Nxa6 23 Qa4 ± Nb4 -------- 

/ R + + +\
/+ + + Lo\
/ O T +o+\
/+ Op+o+ \
/ + +j+ +\
/+ + + Pp\
/ P +pPb+\
/+ + + K \
________ 

[23...Nc7 24 Qc6±] 24 Nb5 Qa8 25 Qb3 Qa2 
26 Qxa2 Nxa2 27 Nxd6 Rd8 28 Nb7 Rd7 29 
Ra1 Rxb7 30 Rxa2 Rd7 31 Ra8+ Kf7 32 Bc3 
Ne4 [32...Nxd5?? would lose: 33 Bxd5+ Rxd5 
34 Ra7+] 33 Bxg7 Kxg7 34 Rb8 Rd6 [or 34...
Rxd5 35 Bxe4 fxe4 36 Rxb6±] 
35 Rb7+ [White could reach a winning 
position by 35 Bxe4! fxe4 36 f4! exf3 37 e4! 
Kf6 38 Kf2 Ke5 39 Ke3] 35...Kf6! [35...Kg8 

* {I don't actually know for certain who did the analysis; the notes 
came to me with Enkhbat's scoresheet so I presume they are his —ed}

(diagram)
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36 Bxe4 fxe4 37 f4±] 36 Bxe4 fxe4 37 Rxh7 [Now if  37 f4!? exf3 38 e4 Ke5 39 
Re7+ Kd4 40 Kf2±] 37...Ke5 38 h4 Kxd5 39 g4 Kc4 40 Rh6 b5 41 Kg2 [41 
h5?! Rd1+ 42 Kg2 gxh5 43 Rxh5 b4] 41...Kb3 42 h5 Kxb2 43 Rxg6 Rd7 [or 
43...Rd8!? 44 h6 wins; or 43...Rxg6 44 hxg6 c4 45 g7 c3 46 g8Q c2 47 Qh8+ Kb1 
48 Qh1+ c1Q 49 g5 b4 50 g6 b3 51 g7 Qxh1+ 52 Kxh1 Kc2 53 g8Q b2 54 Qc4+ 
wins] 44 h6 b4 [44...c4 45 Rb6 wins] 45 Rc6 [45 Rg7 Rd8 46 h7 Rh8 47 g5 c4 
48 Rb7 c3 49 g6 b3 50 Rxb3+ wins] 45...b3 46 Rxc5 Ka3 47 Rb5 b2 48 Kg3 
[48 g5?! allows 48...Rd5! White might still win but only after more work, eg 49 
Rxd5 b1Q 50 h7 (50 Ra5+ Kb4 51 h7 Qb2 draws) 50...Qb8 51 g6 Qh8 52 Rg5 
Qg7 53 Rg4 +-] 48...Rd6 49 Rxb2! Kxb2 50 g5 Rd5 51 Kf4 1-0

Tegshuren Enkhbat - Justin Burgess
Catalan

1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 e6 3 g3 d5 4 Nf3 Be7 5 Bg2 O-O 6 O-O dxc4 7 Qc2 a6 8 Qxc4 
b5 9 Qc2 Bb7 10 Bd2 Ra7 11 a3 Be4 12 Qc1 Nc6 13 e3 Qa8 14 Qd1 Nb8 15 
b4 Nbd7 16 Bc3 Nb6 17 Nbd2 Bd5 18 Qe2 Ne4 19 Nxe4 Bxe4 20 Rfc1 Qb7 21 
Ne1 Bxg2 22 Nxg2 Rd8 23 Ne1 Qd5 24 Nd3 Nc4 25 Nb2 Nb6 26 a4 Raa8 27 
a5 Nd7 28 Nd3 Nf6 29 Ne5 Bd6 30 Nd3 Ne4 31 f3 Nxc3 32 Rxc3 e5 33 Nxe5 
Bxe5 34 Rc5 Qb3 35 Rxe5 Qxb4 36 Qe1

--------
/t+ T +l+\
/+ O +oOo\
/o+ + + +\
/Po+ R + \
/ W P + +\
/+ + PpP \
/ + + + P\
/R + Q K \
________

Justin Burgess: “In my opinion this was the key 
moment of  the game. Black’s only real problem 
is the c7 pawn, which White will attempt to pile 
up on. Unfortunately here I missed the amazing 
move 36...c5! and now: 37 Rxc5 Rxd4!; or 37 dxc5 
Qb2 hitting the e5 rook and also threatening 
38...Rd2; or 37 Qxb4 cxb4 38 Rb1 f6 39 Rc5 
Rac8 and Black has full equality. Probably it was 
better to at least trade queens here, otherwise 
Black will simply die a slow death.”
36...Qd6 37 Rc1 Ra7 38 Qc3 Rb8 39 Rc5 Rbb7 40 Rc6 Qd7 41 Qb4 h6 42 
Kg2 Rb8 43 e4 Rbb7 44 d5 Kh7 45 h4 Qe8 46 R1c2 Qe5 47 f4 Qa1 48 Kh2 
g6 49 e5 Qd1 50 Qe7 Qxd5 51 e6 1-0

Macon Shibut - Peter Giannatos
French

Notes by Macon Shibut
My last round game brought about a rematch from the final round of  last year’s 
Virginia Open: same opponent, same score, same board number (I think). The 
colors were switched as this time I got to play White. 1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 Nc3 Bb4 
4 e5 c5 5 Qg4 Ne7 6 Nf3 [One of  my early chess heroes, Boris Spassky, used 
this secondary variation to defeat French Defense specialist Wolfgang Uhlmann 
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at the 1976 Interzonal. At the time the game was acclaimed (Gligoric’s “Game of  
the Month” column constituted the ‘A-list’ in those days) and my memory of  it 
has been ‘preparation’ enough  for me to try out the line myself  now and then.] 
6…Nbc6 [Uhlmann played 6…cxd4, as have most of  my opponents. However, 

(diagram)

Cherry Blossom Classic
April 19-21, 2013

Marriott Washington Dulles Airport
45020 Aviation Dr, Sterling VA 20166

6-SS in 3 Sections: Open (FIDE rated), Reserve (under 2000) and Amateur 
(U1600). $$6700 - Open 100% guaranteed, other sections 80% b/130 total paid 
entries in 3 sections combined. EF $79 received by 4/14, $89 later or at site. 
Open: $1000-500-300-175, U2350 250-125, U2150 225-100. Reserve: $900-
450-300-150, U1800 225-125. Amateur: $750-375-250-100, U1400 200-100, 
Top U1100 100.  Unrated players must enter Reserve. Schedule options for 
all three sections: 3-day (time control for rds 1-3 game/100, rds 4-6  30/100, 
g/60) register Friday 6-7:30, rd1 7:45, rds 2-4 Saturday 10-2:30-7, rds 5-6 
Sunday 10-4:30. Or 2-day (rds 1-3 game/70, rds 4-6 30/100 g/60) register 
Saturday 8:15-9:30, rds 1-4 9:45-12:45-3:30-7, rds 5-6 Sunday 10:00-4:30. 
NS, NC. Boards & sets provided for Open, boards for Reserve and Amateur. 
½pt bye info, etc on www.cherryblossomchess.com. Hotel www.marriott.com, 
rooms $84 per night, reserve by 3/22, 703-471-9500. Enter: PayPal via www.
cherryblossomchess.com, or mail to Cherry Blossom Classic, Attn. Jonathan 
Kenny, 7405 Lanham Dr, Falls Church Va 22043. NOTE- Free entries to past 
US (Closed) champions, see list on www.cherryblossomchess.com for eligibility. 
Contacts Andrew Rea, andrerea2@yahoo.com, Jonathan Kenny, benonijump@
hotmail.com, or Chief  TD Brennan Price, brennanprice@verizon.net.

40 Grand Prix points — a VCF Cup Event!

I believe the text move is better. At any rate it 
complicates White’s strategic planning to have 
the tension in the center unresolved.] 7 Bb5 
O-O 8 O-O cxd4 9 Ne2 f6 10 exf6 Rxf6 11 
Bg5 e5 12 Qg3 [intending to attack e5] 12...
Re6 [12...Nf5! would put the question to the 
plan instituted by my moves 7 thru 9. Black 
gets to maintain his pawn center after 13 Bxf6 
Qxf6 (or 13...Nxg3 14 Bxd8 Nxf1 15 Bxc6 bxc6 
16 Kxf1) 14 Qg5 Qxg5 15 Nxg5 Bd7] 13 Bxc6 
bxc6 14 Nxe5

--------
/t+nW +l+\
/O + J Oo\
/ +o+t+ +\
/+ +oH B \
/ N O + +\
/+ + + Q \
/pPp+hPpP\
/R + +rK \
________
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During the game I expected 14...Bd6 and in the post mortem my opponent agreed this 
is how he ought to have played this deliciously complicated position. However, looking 
again at home, I was unable to reconstruct the convincing variations we found. I’m 
even wondering if  maybe we messed up resetting the position sometime during the 
analysis and wound up examining the wrong position! Anyway, the main response 
to 14…Bd6 is 15 Nxd4 (15 f4, giving his knight the dream maneuver N-f4-e3, can 
be considered only as a last resort) 15…Rxe5 16 Nxc6 (I remember checking out 16 
Bf6?! at the board, when Black does indeed come out well after 16…Nf5!) 16...Rxg5 
17 Qxg5 Bxh2+ 18 Kxh2 Nxc6 19 Qxd8+ Nxd8 20 Rfe1 is tough to evaluate. 16...
Qc7 is another, perhaps superior, try for Black. I underestimated it during the game 
but then Giannatos advocated it afterwards. The two bishops do look impressive 
after, for instance, 17 Bxe7 Rxe7 18 Nxe7+ Qxe7 19 Qc3 Bb7 20 Rfe1. But rooks 
are good endgame pieces and White has a couple extra pawns.  

14…Qc7 [At the board I also regarded this as quite possible, if  not more likely. 
14…Qd6 too—in both cases getting out of  the pin. Now the resource …Nf5 has to 
be taken seriously in every variation.] 15 Nf3 [Earlier I’d envisioned 15 Nd3, but 
when the situation arrived on the board I realized that ‘winning a tempo’ attacking 
Bb4 doesn’t matter as he’s going to play …Bd6 in any case. Attacking d4 is more 
important.] 15…Bd6 16 Bf4 Bxf4? [Things go downhill surprising quickly after 
this. Black ought to have played 16...Nf5 17 Bxd6 Nxg3 18 Bxc7 Nxe2+ 19 Kh1 
and both sides would have everything to play for.] 17 Nxf4 Re4 18 Nh5 Qxg3 
19 Nxg3 Rf4 20 Rfe1! [Much stronger than going after the d-pawn by 20 Ne2 
Re4 21 Nexd4, which is perhaps what my opponent counted on (21…Rb8 etc)] 
20...Ng6 21 Re8+ Kf7? [21...Rf8 is more stubborn. White’s still on top after 22 
Rxf8+ Kxf8 23 Nxd4] 22 Rae1 h6 23 Ne5+! Kxe8 [or 23...Nxe5 24 R1xe5 with 
a serious bind] 24 Nxg6+ Re4 25 Nxe4 dxe4 26 Rxe4+ Kf7 27 Ne5+ Kf6 28 
Nd3 [28 Nxc6 was possible because 28…Bb7 could be handled tactically by 29 
Rxd4 Re8 30 Rd6+ etc. However, Black’s rook then gets some activity at least 
(30…Kg5 31 h3 Re1+ 32 Kh2 Re2). I preferred to play for domination.] 28...c5 
29 Nxc5 Bf5 30 Rxd4 Rc8 31 b4 Bxc2 [Now 32 Rc4, threatening his bishop as 
well as a knight check with discovery attack on his rook, does not win outright 
because Black could get out by 31…Rd8 with a back rank threat.] 32 f4! This, 
however, threatens 33 Rc4 for real and moreover solidifies White’s control across 
the whole board, with two extra pawns and pawn majorities on both flanks. My 
opponent thought that was convincing enough. 1-0 
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KINGS AND QUEENS OF VIENNA 
CHESS CLUB 

Presents 

YOUTH GRAND OPENING 
VIENNA  

CHESS TOURNAMENT 
Saturday, April 20, 2013 

 
Location: Vienna Presbyterian Church 
Address: 124 Park Street NE, Vienna VA 22180 
Registration: http://www.viennachessclub.com 
This is a chess tournament for grades K – 12 
 
ALSO - GROUP LESSONS, GAME ANALYSIS and CASUAL PLAY – THURSDAYS, 5:30 – 7:15 
pm at Vienna Presbyterian Church. Contact us for details! 
 
Please visit us at http://www.viennachessclub.com or call 703 – 898 – 9066 for all our events, 
programs and tournaments and JOIN OUR CLUB!  
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Justin Burgess - Adithya Balasubramanian
Sicilian

Notes by Justin Burgess
1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 Nc6 3 d4 cxd4 4 Nxd4 g6 5 c4 Bg7 6 Be3 Nf6 7 Nc3 d6 8 Be2 
O-O 9 O-O Bd7 10 Rc1 [10 Qd2 is more usual as the ideal destination of  White’s 
rooks is not yet clear.] 10...Rc8 11 b3 Qa5 12 f3 Rfd8 13 Qd2 Nxd4 14 Bxd4 
Bc6 15 Rfd1 e6 16 Kh1 [I had considered playing 16 Bxf6 Bxf6 17 Nd5 Qxd2 
18 Nxf6+ Kg7 19 Nh5+ gxh5 20 Rxd2 with a pleasant position for White, but 
then I noticed Black could just reply with 17...Qc5+. The text aimed to set up 
Nd5 next move, but gives Black the chance to counterattack with 16...Nh5 ∆17...
Be5, etc.] 16...Qh5? [overlooking the a7 pawn] 17 Bxa7 g5 18 Bb6 [Combined 
with White’s next move, this is a very strong idea that wins a second pawn by 
force.] 18...Rd7 [otherwise d6 hangs] 19 b4! d5 20 cxd5 exd5 21 e5 d4 [With 
22 b5 threatened, Black is forced to surrender a pawn.] 22 exf6 dxc3 23 Qxc3 
Bf8 [I spent a huge chunk of  my remaining time trying to make 24 Rxd7 Bxd7 
25 Qxc8?! Bxc8 26 Rxc8 ∆ Bc5 work, but White has some back rank issues after 
26...Qg6 or 26...Qh4] 24 b5 Rxd1+ 25 Rxd1 Bd7 26 Qe5 Re8 27 Qg3 [27 
Qb2 was better, to keep an eye on the f6 pawn.] 27...Rxe2 28 Rxd7 [Black’s last 
chance to complicate the game was 28...Qg6 to  unwind his position by removing 
the f6 pawn. White is certainly better after 29 Rxb7 Qxf6  but Black will not fall 
into zugzwang as in the game.] 28...Rxa2 29 Rd8 [threatening 30 Rxf8+ Kxf8 
31 Qb8mate] 29...Ra1+ 30 Bg1 Qh6 31 Qd6 [Continuing to pile up on the pin 
while also protecting f6. White’s plan is simple: h3, Kh2, and Bc5] 31...Rb1 32 
b6 Re1 33 h3 Re6 34 Qe7! [Black is in complete zugzwang; if  34...Rc6 35 Bc5] 
34...Rxf6 35 Rxf8+ Qxf8 36 Qxf6 h6 37 Bd4 Kh7 38 Kg1 1-0

Justin Burgess - Andrew Samuelson
Sicilian

Notes by Justin Burgess
1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 d6 3 d4 cxd4 4 Nxd4 Nf6 5 Nc3 a6 6 Bg5 e6 7 f4 Nc6 8 Nxc6 
bxc6 9 e5 h6 10 Bh4 g5 11 fxg5 Nd5 12 Nxd5 cxd5 13 Qh5 Qb6 14 Be2 Bg7 
15 Rf1 Ra7 16 Bf2 Qb4+ 17 c3 Qxb2 18 Bxa7 Qxa1+ 19 Kf2 Qxc3 20 Kg1 
[This is an amazingly complex opening with many sharp possibilities for each 
side, none of  which I even pretend to know. Luckily though, White has managed 
to achieved some safety now for his king and the position is relatively equal after 
20...0-0 21 exd6 hxg5; or 21 gxh6 Bxe5] 20...Qc7 21 Bb8! [Deflecting the queen 
from protecting f7 while threatening the d6 pawn.] 21...Qb6+ 22 Kh1 Bxe5 
[Anything else allows 23 Bxd6 with a much better position for White.] 23 Rxf7 
[The point; this is much stronger than 23 Qxf7+ Kd8 when after 24 Ba7 Qb7, or 
24 g6 Qxb8 25 g7 Bxg7 26 Qxg7 Re8, Black is still hanging on.]
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--------
/ Bn+l+ T\
/+ + +r+ \
/oW Oo+ O\
/+ +oN Pq\
/ + + + +\
/+ + + + \
/p+ +b+pP\
/+ + + +k\
________

23rd Charlottesville Open 
July 13 – 14, 2013

Comfort Inn Monticello 
2097 Inn Dr, Charlottesville VA 22911 

5-SS, Game/90 d5. 2 Sections: Open & U1700. $$2000, Open place prizes 
guaranteed, others b/o 60 but will not be reduced below 75% and will be 
increased with more than 70 paid entries. Unrated players may play in either 
section but are not eligible for class prizes in the U1700 section. Open: $400-
250-150, Under 2100 $150, U1900 $130. U1700: $300-200-150, U1500 $140, 
U1200 $130. Both: EF $55 if  received by 7/11, $65 thereafter. Hotel $99.95+tax 
if  reserved by 6/25, will increase thereafter, 434-977-3300. Registration 
Saturday 11-11:40, rounds Saturday 12:00-3:15-7:15, Sunday 9:30-1:15. A 
single half-pt. bye is available upon request. Free morning coffee. Mail entry 
to: Ernest Schlich, 1370 S Braden Crescent, Norfolk VA 23502, make checks 
to Virginia Chess. No phone entries accepted, no credit cards, cash only at site 
please. Call Ernie at 757-853-5296, email eschlich@verizon.net or visit www.
vachess.org for information only.
		  15 Grand Prix points

23...Bd7 [Black has no good moves, as White 
threatens moves like Rb7+ winning the queen. 
If  23...Qb1+ 24 Rf1+ wins the queen, as does 
23...Kd8 24 Bc7+. If  the queen seeks to hide 
with 23...Qa5 then 24 Ra7+ Kd8 25 Qf7 White 
is mating as 25...Qe1+ fails to 26 Bf1. All in all, 
I think the move actually played offers the best 
practical chance, as White is forced to find the 
only winning continuation.] 24 Ba7! [With no 
good discoveries available and the bishop on b8 
seemingly trapped, I was originally worried that 
White was losing a piece. Luckily though, the 

bishop can’t be captured on a7: 24...Qxa7 25 Rxd7+ Kxd7 26 Qf7+] 24...Qa5 25 
g6 Kd8 26 Qh4+ Kc8 27 g7 [27 Qe7 Rd8 28 g7 Bxg7 29 Qxd6 is winning much 
faster. The rest of  the game isn’t perfect but is fairly straightforward. White’s g 
pawn and active pieces around Black’s king are too much to overcome.] 27...Re8 
28 Qg4 h5 29 Qf3 Qe1+ 30 Bg1 Bd4 31 Qf1 Qxf1 32 Bxf1 Be5 33 Bxa6+ 
Kc7 34 Bb5 Rg8 35 Bxd7 Bxg7 36 Bxe6+ Kc6 37 Rc7+ Kxc7 38 Bxg8 d4 39 
Bf2 Bf6 40 Kg1 Kc6 41 Kf1 d3 42 Bh7 d2 43 Ke2 Bg5 44 Bc2 Kd5 45 Be3 1-0
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David Hulvey - Macon Shibut
Nimzowitsch

Notes by Macon Shibut
1 e4 Nc6 2 d4 d5 3 e5 f6 4 f4 Nh6 5 Nf3 Bg4 6 Bb5 Nf5 7 c3 e6 8 O-O Qd7 
9 h3 Bxf3 10 Qxf3 h5 11 Nd2 O-O-O [I thought it was important to play this 
immediately because if  instead 11...h4 12 Nb3 etc; whereas now if  12 Nb3 I have 
time to go 12…Kb8 preventing 13 Na5? Ncxd4!—he doesn’t take my queen with 
check, so I get his as well.] 12 b4 Kb8 [again threatening …Nxd4. His next 
move protects his bishop and thus eliminates this danger.] 13 a4 fxe5 14 fxe5 g5! 
15 Nb3 g4 16 hxg4 [A file is opening in any case, so he figured he might as well 

Ï RUSSELL   POTTER :

◆ National Chess Master
◆ Over 40 Years of Chess Teaching Experience
◆ Th ree-time Virginia State Champion

CHESS LESSONS BY PHONE OR IN PERSON
Specializing in instruction for adults and older teens

Tel. Number: 
(540) 344-4446 Ï e-mail address: 

chess_lessons@verizon.net

Chess lessons and coaching 
in the Richmond area for 
individuals, families, clubs & teams.
Reasonable rates based on 
experience, ratings, age, goals 
& length of commitment.
For a free, no-obligation 
consultation, contact 

Mike Callaham
waterman2010kir@aol.com.

--------
/ L T N T\
/OoOw+ + \
/ +j+o+ +\
/+b+oPj+ \
/pP P +q+\
/+hP + + \
/ + + +p+\
/R B +rK \
________

take the pawn. If  16 Qd3 gxh3 17 Na5 I can 
get out of  the pin with tempo, 17…Qg7] 16...
hxg4 17 Qxg4 (diagram) 17...Be7 
The main difficulty in choosing this ‘obvious’ 
move was psychological. I’m going to have 
to take the knight if  he moves it to c5, so it’s 
a shame to waste the tempo by moving the 
bishop already. Moreover, it’s a shame to block 
the resource Qd7-h7. However, the queen shift 
contains no threat immediately (17...Qh7 18 
Bxc6 etc), and I couldn’t find any other useful 
move. 17...Rh4 18 Qg6, for instance, didn’t seem to improve things. Meanwhile, 
I really need …Rdg8 to make my attack work. Thus, the text move. I basically 
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calculated only one variation, but the result was encouraging. The most forceful 
move for White appeared to be 18 Na5, forcibly rupturing my king’s pawn shelter. 
Then 18…Rdg8 19 Bxc6 bxc6 20 Qe2 is poised to deal a mortal blow by Qa6. 
However, I get there first: 20…Rh1+! 21 Kf2 (21 Kxh1 Ng3+) 21...Bh4+ 22 Kf3 
(22 g3 Rh2+) 22...Rg3+ 23 Kf4 Bg5mate. I figured that anything else he came up 
with would be slower, so I ought to have time to deal with it.

18 Nc5 Bxc5 19 bxc5 Rdg8 20 Qe2 [If  20 Qd1 Rxg2+! 21 Kxg2 Qg7+ mates 
shortly] 20...Ng3 After examining the situation for a few minutes, David resigned. 
Indeed, if  21 Qb2 everything follows with check: 21…Rh1+ 22 Kf2 Rxf1+ 23 
Bxf1 Qf7+ winning. 21 Qd1 adds a defender to f1, but in that case 21…Rh1+ 22 
Kf2 I take with the knight, 22…Nxf1 and after 23 Bxf1 Rf8+ and Rxf1 Black will 
have queen versus rook at the very least. 0-1 

Andrew Rea - Adithya Balasubramanian
Grünfeld

1 d4 Nf6 2 Nf3 g6 3 g3 Bg7 4 Bg2 O-O 5 c4 d5 6 cxd5 Nxd5 7 O-O Nb6 8 Nc3 Nc6 
9 e3 Re8 10 Na4 Nxa4 11 Qxa4 e5 12 dxe5 Nxe5 13 Nxe5 Bxe5 14 Rd1 Qe7 15 
Bd2 c6 16 Bc3 Bxc3 17 bxc3 Bf5 18 Rd2 Red8 19 Rxd8+ Rxd8 20 Qxa7 Rd2 21 e4 
Be6 22 Qb8+ Kg7 23 Qe5+ Qf6 24 Qxf6+ Kxf6 25 a4 Rc2 26 f4 Rxc3 27 a5 Bc4 28 
Bf1 Be6 29 a6 bxa6 30 Bxa6 h5 31 Rf1 Ke7 32 Rd1 Rc2 33 Bd3 Rb2 34 Rc1 Rd2 
35 Ba6 Kd6 36 e5+ Kc7 37 Bc4 Kb6 38 Rb1+ Ka5 39 Bxe6 fxe6 40 Rb7 c5 41 Rc7 
Kb4 42 Rb7+ Ka5 43 Rc7 Kb5 44 Rb7+ Kc6 45 Re7 c4 46 Rxe6+ Kd7 47 Rxg6 c3 
48 Rg7+ Kc6 49 Rg6+ Kc7 50 Rg7+ Rd7 51 Rxd7+ Kxd7 52 Kg2 c2 53 Kh3 c1Q 
54 Kh4 Qd1 55 h3 Ke6 56 g4 hxg4 57 hxg4 Qh1+ 58 Kg5 Qh7 0-1

Chess lessons and coaching 
in the Richmond area for 
individuals, families, clubs & teams.
Reasonable rates based on 
experience, ratings, age, goals 
& length of commitment.
For a free, no-obligation 
consultation, contact 

Mike Callaham
waterman2010kir@aol.com.
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Economy and Precision
by Macon Shibut-------- 

/ + + + +\
/+ + + + \
/ O + + +\
/+ + + + \
/ + + + +\
/P + + + \
/ + + + +\
/+ + +l+k\
________ Gorgiev 1936 — Draw

For economy, it would be tough to find a composition to beat this one. Amazing 
depth and beauty are concealed in the simplest of  elements. I suggest you set it 
up on a board and put aside Virginia Chess to work out the analysis in your head 
before reading on. It’s a great exercise in schematic thinking.

Obviously White’s problem in achieving the prescribed draw is that his king is 
further away from the pawns. The question boils down to:  can Black capture the 
White pawn and also save his own? His king is two files ahead of  White’s—but 
Black’s pawn sits one file closer to the kings. White is to move—but with the kings 
in vertical opposition he cannot use his turn to play onto the g-file. 

Taking that all together, Black will be in position to capture the a-pawn and have 
one move to spare before White can take the b-pawn. Unfortunately for him, the 
pawns are separated from one another by two files, which means that Black’s one 
free move will not suffice to defend his pawn. 

1 Kh2 

1 a4? is suicidal. Bringing the pawns closer together allows Black to exploit his 
extra move in straightforward fashion: 1...Ke2 2 Kg2 Kd3 3 Kf3 Kc4 4 Ke4 (frontal 
defense is equally futile: 4 Ke3 Kb4 5 Kd3 Ka4 6 Kc2 Kb4 7 Kb2 b5 wins) 4…Kb4 
5 Kd5 Ka4 6 Kc6 b5 and Black wins. After the text, however, if  Black goes to the 
queenside White follows and will ultimately answer ...Kxa3 with Kc6 and draw.

1 Kh2 also breaks the opposition and threatens to move onto the g-file. For this 
reason, Black in reply cannot simply narrow the gap between the pawns himself, 
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1...b5 White would answer 2 Kg3 and now stand only one file behind Black in 
the race to the queenside. Since Black’s pawn is one file closer, White would in 
fact stand as close to his objective as Black is to a3. Thus 1...b5 2 Kg3 Ke2 3 Kf4 
Kd3 4 Ke5 Kc4 5 Kd6 Kb3 6. Kc5 draw. It is clear that the only winning try is...

1...Kf2 

and it is equally clear that White must answer,

2 Kh3 

2 a4? Ke3 loses just as before; and 2 Kh1? b5 would likewise fail as White cannot 
progress onto the g-file even though the kings are not in opposition.

2...Kf3 3 Kh4 

3 Kh2 b5! would win for Black, as can be easily verified. True, White can continue 
onto the g-file, but 4 Kg1 does not contribute towards counterattacking Black’s 
pawn, which is the real requirement: 4...Ke3 5 Kf1 Kd3 6 Ke1 Kc3 etc.

By now, the motives driving each side’s play are clear. Like characters in a Greek 
drama, the kings march towards their destiny. What will happen when they run 
out of  board room?

3...Kf4 4 Kh5 Kf5 5 Kh6 Kf6 6 Kh7 

There is still no choice. 6 Kh5? b5 7 Kg4 Ke5 8 Kf3 Kd4 etc. 

6...Kf7 

Black also plays according to necessity. 6...b5 (or 6...Ke5 7 Kg6)  7 Kg8 Ke5 8 Kf7 
Kd4 9 Ke6 Kc3 10 Kd5 Kb3 11 Kc5 is only a draw.

Now it looks like White has reached the end of  the line however, because 7 Kh8 
b5! he can't go to the g-file and 8 Kh7 Ke6 wins. -------- 

/ + + + +\
/+ + +l+k\
/ O + + +\
/+ + + + \
/ + + + +\
/P + + + \
/ + + + +\
/+ + + + \
________ 
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7 Kh6! 

There’s not much else to try as 7 a4? Ke6 still loses in the familiar way. But it’s 
not immediately clear why the text should be any better.

7...b5 

Finally Black plays his trump. Of  course 7...Kf6 8 Kh7! would not make any 
progress.

8 Kg5 Ke6 9 Kf4 Kd5 10 Ke3 Kc4 11 a4! 

Only thus!

11...ba4 

Certainly not 11...b4? 12 Kd2 Kb3 13 a5

12 Kd2 Kb3 13 Kc1 draw!

As I said at the beginning, the economy and precision exhibited here are awesome. 
The kings’ pas de deux on the f- and h- files is mutually forced everywhere except at 
h7/f7. Then—and only then—is Kh6!! necessary and sufficient. It “just happens” 
that h6 is on the same diagonal—ie, the shortest path to—as the c1 square, which 
is key for drawing the rook’s pawn ending. Once the kings begin racing back along 
the diagonals c1-h6 (White) and a2-g8 (Black), the sacrifice a4 can only occur 
with the kings at e3 and c4. Any earlier and White would be outside the square 
of  Black’s a-pawn; one move later and Black could answer ...Ka4. Remarkable!



Finally. 

An online chess shop with the 
widest selection of books, 

software, dvds and chess equipment...
now with lower, more competitive pricing.

Why shop anywhere else?

Enter VIRGINIACF at checkout and receive 
$5 off your purchase of $50 or more.

(Expires 7/31/2010)
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